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I would like to wish everyone a wonderful and safe holiday season! Thank you again

Danielle for your help in making this a great year. | look forward to another year of you being
Benfield apart of my team. Be sure and look for the pictures from the Customer Appreciation
Christmas Party in the Januaryods editio

- Danielle Benfield

Starting Your Own Holiday Traditions by Jaci Rae

When you think back on about having a family of ~ can do together. Your chil-
your childhood, do you re- your own is that you can  dren might want to help
call family Christmas tradi- create your own family tra- make cookies or your
tions that each year your  ditions for the holidays. It spouse might want to
family participated in? doesn't matter if you have snuggle on the couch for a
Maybe you all gathered to kids or not. Everyone can holiday movie. No matter
decorate the Christmas tree benefit! The reason holi- what they suggest, try
together. On the other day traditions are so impor- them! If everyone has a
145 West W.T Harris Blvd. hand, maybe you all went tant for a family is because great time, you can re-
gﬂé;'gg%g'\'o%fgf& out for dinner and then sangthey build strong bonds.  member to do the same
Danielle.Benfield@allentate.com Christmas carols to those in The holidays are times thing each year, therefore
the hospital. No matter whatwhen stress is at-tithe creating a family tradition.
you did as a child, you likelypeaks. The truth is that Of course, if one activity
look back on the memories most families are rushing doesn't quite pan out as
with a smile on your face. from store to store trying to planned, you can always
As you grow however and purchase things and gettin¢ choose to drop that one
DIETCTNo[STMOLIETRIOEET ave a family of your own, stressed out the whole time and find another. As you
4 - Hanukkah begins you may start longing to Instead of making this repeat your new family
7 - Pearl Harbor Remenm- start some holiday and Christmas all about gifts, holiday and Christmas tra-
brance Day Christmas traditions your- why not make it about be- ditions each year, you will
22- Winter begins self. Sure, you may want to ing together and bonding. be establishing a family
keep some that you grew upThe best way to start family routine that only your fam-
participating in, but there  holiday traditions is to ily takes part in. It creates a
also may be some of your gather everyone in the strong bond within your
childhood family traditions house and have a meeting. family and will create
that you would rather skip  Ask everyone to suggest memories that will last
right over. The great thing one thing the whole family forever!

24- Christmas Eve
25- Christmas Day
31-New Year 0
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Creative Gift
Wrapping Ideas

Print your favorite family
photos of the year onto
paper and use for wrap-
ping small treasures.

Use rubber stamps to
stamp the recipients'
name, monogram, or a
special holiday message.
Wrap a gift in a drawing
or painting that your chi
dren have made.

Stay Organized This Holiday Seasoby sandy aker

The holiday season is upon either. How in the world it with you and jot down
us. You now have this huge are you supposed to keep ideas as you go.

taste of staying organized track of all of that? There A Pl an f or
throughout it. You need to is no doubt that the holi-  gifts. If you can, make
purchase gifts for a number day season brings upon us sure to have a few nice
of people. You'll needto  a lot of happiness and gifts that can work for
take care of the spouse, the cheer. But, it definitely virtually anyone. You may
kids of course. You'll need delivers a good amount of want to think about a nice
to remember to take care of worry, stress and even for- bottle of wine or a gift
your parents, your sisters  getfulness. In order to certificate to a nice restau-
and brothers....your in laws make sure that your holi- rant. In case you do for-
of course. Then, there are day season goes smoothly, get, or someone stops by
your friends. Don't forget  here are some tips to help and you don't have any-
about the boss either...then you get it all right. thing for them, you have
there are the co work- A Make a mas
ers....oh, and the neighbor need to organize yourself
that helps to get your child in one notebook. Keep

off the bus. You have to track of ideas and then put
think about your child's a star by those individuals stressful holidays are
friends, their teachers. that you buy for. If it is over.

Don't get the bus driver small enough you can take .

a

And, if you don't need
them, you can treat your-
self with them after the

Purchase plain paper and Recipe of the Month: Snow Ball Cookies

ask your children to dec
rate the wrapped item o
gift bag with drawings
and special messages f
wrapping paper that is
truly oneof-akind.

Cut shapes or mono-
grams from cardstock o
old holiday greeting carg
and hang from ribbon,
jute or yarn.

Use fabric scraps and
ribbon. Each time you a
in a discount store, stop
by the fabric clearance

section. You can often

find elegant and unique
supplies at a deep dis-

count.
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Cream butter,
sugar and vanilla
until fully mixed.
Add flour with
salt to creamed
mixture, blend
thoroughly. Add
nuts and mix well.
Chill dough for 1
hour. Preheat
oven to 400F.
Shape into-inch balls and bake 8
-10 minutes. Do not brown.

Cool, then roll in powdered sugar.

Ingredients:

1/2 cup powdered
sugar

1/4 teaspoon salt
1 cup butter, sof-
tened

1 teaspoon vanill
extract

2 1/4 cups flour
1/2 cup chopped
pecans
additional powdered sugar
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